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33TERIOR ANNOUNCE3 REGULATIONS FOR USE OF FISHERY RESOURCE DISASTER FUNDS 

Regulations to cover the use of resource disaster funds under a section 
of the Commercial Fisheries Research and Development Act of 1964 were announced 
today by the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall said action now is being taken 
under the section to assist the Great Lakes fishing industry recover from economic 
losses suffered in 1963. 

Secretary Udall said fishermen, processors, and distributors of smoked 
chubs in the Great Lakes area are in serious difficulty as the result of a loss 
of markets following an outbreak of botulism. 

Funds are available under the Act during the 1965 fiscal year, which began 
July 1, 1964, to provide payments to the industry to help offset losses caused 
by removal of the chubs from normal channels of trade. The fish, now in storage, 
will be used for reduction into fish meal or will be destroyed. 

Interior's Bureau of Commercial Fisheries will administer the payments 
after approved application on the following basis: No. 1 chubs, 21 cents per 
pound; No. 2 chubs, 7 cents per pound. An additional payment of 5 cents per pound 
may be made if processing costs totaling at least 5 cents have been incurred. 

The Bureau said removal of the chubs from usual trade channels will open 
up markets for the depressed Great Lakes fishing industry and allow resumption 
of fishing operations which have been at a virtual standstill since last fall. 

The regulations, being published in the Federal Register, apply to : " : 
Section 4 (b) of the Act. Regulations applying to other sections of the Act 
will be announced later. 

Section 4 (b) authorizes the allocation of $400,000 annually for two 
years and $650,000 for each of the following three years to States where there 
is a commercial fishery failure due to a resource disaster arising from natural 
or undetermined causes. 
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